
ANOTHER GREAT YEAR AHEAD  

The Chapter 
continues to go 
from ôStrength 
to Strengthõ. 
We are all small 
cogs in the large 
machine that is 
ôThe Hattersõ. 
Combined we 
can continue to 
g r o w  t h e 

Chapter, making 
it even bigger 
and bet ter. 
Everyone  of us 
has ideas for 
improving the 
way we do 
business and 
enjoy Chapter 
life. Please pass 
o n  a n y 

thoughts you 
have to the 
c o m m i t t e e . 
With you help 
we will continue 
to succeed.   

Thanks  

Welsh Pete 
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Hi Folks, Well here we are 
again, another year and 
another mag packed full 
of ôThingsõ of general 
interest. Whether you 
prefer to read it ôOn the 
Canõ or in your palatial 
pad in the country, please 
let us know what you 
think. Potentially, this 
high quality editorial 
masterpiece could go 
down the pan without 
your advise, help and 
articleséé                             
Duro is our new roving 
reporter and he has a few 
words of wisdom!!!! 

DURO SPEAKINGé 

 

Well itôs the beginning of 
another year of camping, 
ride outs, and social events 
for the hattersô chapter, and 
hopefully the weather might 
be a little bit better than 
2009.  This year your 
magazine  editor, Gunner 
Lofty Sugden, has asked me 
if I would like to be your man 
on the ground, your eye in 
the sky, and all round good 
guy. This is something I 
would like to do for the 
magazine, covering any 
events that you attend as a 
club member or any event 
outside the club that you 
think may be interesting to 
our members. It may be 
something that you want to 

s h a r e 
with the 
c l u b 
like a 
birthday or a special 
occasion. The hatters 
magazine is your magazine 
and something we all look 
forward to reading, so if you 
have any articles or 
experiences that you would 
like to share please email 
them to the editor or jot them 
down on a piece of paper 
and give them to me or Paul 
at the chapter meetings or 
whenever you see us  

Your roving reporter Duro.  

 

 

 

to look our best and will suffer 

the pain of contact lenses to en-

sure we are seen as óNormalô 

and not branded with the tagð

ôSpecky Four Eyesô It came as 

quite a shock to find out that 

Welsh Pete (Hard Man from the 

Valleys), has been seen at the 

aforementioned SpecSavers 

getting a trial of contact lenses. 

All seemed to be going well for 

him until the following morn-

ing when he tried to place the 

new contacts in his eyes. Unfor-

tunately things didnôt go to well 

and he poked himself in the eye 

For those of 

us who need 

the addition 

of windows 

in front of 

our eyes to 

give the per-

fect 20/20 

vision, life is a constant grind 

of picking the glasses that suit 

us  so we donôt end up looking 

like a óTW**ô. On a personal 

note, I donôt give a shit about 

óSpecSaversô and no I havenôt 

been there either. There are 

however some of us who need 

causing him to cry like a baby. 

He then lost his temper and 

threw the pair he had just 

opened against the wallðvery 

grown up!! So when you see 

the Welshman talk to him about 

his ordeal, give him a bit of en-

couragement and a cuddle and 

tell him to sort his shit out, get 

his bins back on and forget 

about his dreams of looking 

like a Handsome Welshman (its 

not going to happen!!) - ED 

                                   YOU STUPID BOY!!  

EDITOR RANTS ééé  

óCRY BABYô -  The story of a óBig Girlô and his new 
contact lenses  



  

 

 

 

 

WORDS OF WISDOM  FROM THE 

VALLEYS... 

 

OUR GLORIOUS LEADER - 

WELSH PETE 

 

For many of us the wait is nearly over, 

I know lots of us put our bike away for 

the winter and look forward to the day 

when we can take it out and prepare it 

for the riding season. I like the idea of 

wintering my bike ,having a long break    

makes me look forward to the new 

season and appreciate even more the 

thrill of riding.....what is it they say 

about ñtoo much of a good thingò? 

 I also know that many hardy chapter 

members  ride their bikes all year 

round, for others itôs their only form of 

transport. We are all different and itôs 

important for us to remember this as a 

Chapter.  

 With this in mind throughout the 

coming year we hope to provide you 

with a whole host of different things 

for you to do, more rideouts ,more 

social events, more opportunities for 

you to meet with your fellow 

members. All of these things will be 

brought to you by your new committee 

who will be working hard to ensure 

you are part of a world class Chapter.  

Please let us have any ideas you might 

have to improve things, your input is 

going to be vital if we are to satisfy 

your needs as a member. To ensure 

you donôt miss out on any of these 

things please do your best to come 

along to your Chapter meetings, itôs 

the best place to get to know  the 

things that are going on, also check 

out the website regularly to learn 

whatôs on the calendar and see just 

what we have been getting up to. 

Weôve also introduced an email info 

system so if you havenôt  received an 

email from us recently itôs because we 

donôt have your correct details....if 

you want to ensure you get these 

please get your details to Don our 

Membership Officer.  

I want to make this a Chapter that 

YOU enjoy being part of and I will do 

my best to make it happen. Your 

committee have already had a number 

of really productive meetings and I 

know that they are as committed as I 

am to creating a really great Chapter 

for you. 

So, take your time preparing your 

bike for the season ahead, watch out 

for the potholes...RIDE and HAVE 

FUN !   

                 WELSH PETE  

   



 

 

The New Assistant Director 

passes on his thoughts for the 

year ahead..... 

RATTYôS WINTER BIKE!!!!! 

I have been a member of The Hatters 

Chapter for four years.  

Before becoming Assistant Director I was 

Treasurer.  

I am also a Road Captain. 

I have two Harley Davidsonõs, a Soft Tail 

and a Street Glide.  

I have a partner called Jan who rides with 

me all summer, but hates the winter.  We 

live about five miles from Manchester 

Harley Davidson so I call at the shop 3 or 4 

times a week for breakfast at Laneyõs Butty 

Van and on Saturdays and Sundays if not at 

a Rally.  I ride through the winter, weather 

permitting (a Harley isnõt just for the 

summer). 

My favourite Rallies are ôThe Cider Rallyõ, 

ôWings over Windermereõ and ôHogging the 

Bridgeõ.  The longest run on Rallies so far 

has been seven weeks on the trot.  

I also do the ôBenelux Rally, it will be my 

third time this year.  I have also been to 

Italy, Spain and Ireland on my Harley.  

Every holiday is spent on the bike.  

Enough about me, whatõs going on this year?  

We have some new committee members ñ 

welcome to all of them.  

My first big job for this year is planning the 

4th July event at Manchester Harley -

Davidson.  Iõve got loads of ideas so far 

but if you have any ideas please come 

and share them with me and weõll see 

what we can do. 

Any event that the chapter organises 

needs the support of its members. so 

help us to help you.  

Any new members that havenõt met me 

yet, please come over and introduce 

yourself and say hello ñ(I donõt bite, at 

least not new members).   Most 

members will be able to point me out to 

you.  I will be on most Rideouts this 

year and a number of Rallies.  

Chapter Camp is a good place to meet  

a lot of the members and most of the 

committee. It is also a lot of fun!  

See you all soon, donõt know where, 

donõt know when but I know weõll meet 

again some sunny day...... 

 

All the best  

Ratty.  



 

 

 

Ross Fearn  -  
Chapter  

Photographer,   

tells the story of his 
road to the Harley 
Experience....  

 

J  anuary 2007, 
my wife and I 

and a couple of friends 
were in Orlando for 
New Year. Marian and 
Pete, the couple we 
were with, had done 
bike rallies and had 
been involved with 
biker groups, I had a 
Honda Hornet for 
commuting and leisure 
and my wifeé ñI 
DONôT DO BIKESò. ñLetôs 
rent a Harley for a dayò, so 
paid a visit to Orlando HD 
in Kissimmee and reserved 
an Ultraglide Classic for 
me and a Fat Boy for Pete, 
thinking my wife might feel 
more comfortable with the 
boxes and arm rests to 
keep her on the bike. The 
day arrived to collect the 
bikes, the form filling and 
preparation didnôt help 
calm my wifeôs nerves but 
eventually we set off along 
I-4 towards Daytona 
Beach. After a leisurely 
ride we arrived in Daytona, 
had lunch on the beach 
and lazed in the sun before 
the next leg to Kennedy 

Space Centre for a 
brew and comfort stop. 
Finally it was back to 
Orlando along the Beeline, 
heading West into the 
setting sun, arriving at the 
hotel after dark and 200+ 
miles covered. My wife, 
ñNever againò and me 
ñwhatôs all the fuss about? 
-  heavy, noisy bikes and 
all that cleaning. Iôll not 
bother. Been there, done it 
and bought a T-shirtò. 

 

T welve months on 
and weôre all 

back in Orlando, shall we 
rent Harleys? The wives, 
ñweôll not bother but if you 
want to, leave us by the 
poolò. Both on Fat Boys 
this time and the weather 
not as kind, a bit of a cold 
wind, so we had to buy 
Harley jackets (any 
excuse). Same dealership 
as last year and they 
recommended a route, we 
took a wrong turn and 
ended up in a place called 
Christmas. A quick look at 
the maps we had and we 

worked out our route back 
to Orlando. Another 200+ 
miles on the day and a 
comple te l y  d i f f e ren t 
experience, ñI might be 
tempted by one of theseéò 

 

H aving been 
m a d e 

redundant at the end 
of 2007, I now had 
time to clean a bike if 
I got it dirty, I didnôt 
have to use it if the 
weather was bad, so 
w h e r e ô s  t h e 
dealership? There 

used to be one on 
Deansgate, a quick 
ñGoogleò revealed 
Manchester HD was in 
Stockport so called in for a 
look at what was available. 
April 2008, I took delivery 
of a new XL883C and Pete 
was off work following an 
operation, we had the 
whole summer ahead of 
us. Weekly ride outs, pub 
lunches, great, then Pete 
had to go back to work.. Iôd 
lost my riding buddy, what 
to do? Iôll join the Hatters. 
September and my first 
ride out, the infamous 
Tesco car park in 
Huddersfield ride, enough 
to put anyone off. Next 



was Ride to the Wall, Iôm 
now hooked and the 
season is over. 

 

B ack in Florida for 
New Year. A Dyna 

Wide glide and Fat Bob 
this time, superb weather 
and visits to Space Coast 
HD, Cocoa Beach HD and 
Destination Daytona. Pete 
now wants a Dyna and he 
got one during the year. 
Many ride outs with the 

Hatters during the year 
finishing off with RTTW 
and Hogginô The Bridge, 
fantastic experiences. 

 

And what of 2010 ? ï who 
knows, but Iôm sure it will 
be great, Iôm part of the 
H a t t e r s  Ch a p t e r  -  
Horahhhhh (ED) 

 

F �R�U�� �W�K�R�V�H�� �Z�K�R�� �K�D�Y�H�Q�·�W��
looked at the Chapter 

notice boards in the 
Dealership -  Ross has been 
very busy ensuring there is a 
constant flow of new photos 
�R�Q�� �G�L�V�S�O�D�\���� �1�L�F�H�� �R�Q�H�� �¶�0�U��
�6�Q�D�S�S�\�·��- ED. 

 
 
 

We are offering seven chances to win with the Hatters Photo 
Competitions.  

Open to all Hatters. 
Photographs taken through the riding season �q March to October. 

 
Photos must be Hatters/HOG related �q rideouts, rallies or social events. 
 

Entries to be with me (photographer@hatterschapter.co.uk ) 
one week before the Chapter meeting starting May. 
 
The winning photographer will receive one ticket for the Hatters 
Christmas Party (six chances to win) 
The winners will also be entered into the annual photo competition with 
any other photos from October to the end of the year for judging at the 
end of December. 
The winner of the annual competition will receive a mega prize of £100 
to be presented at the end of 2010. 


